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With the 70th anniversary of 
the DPRK just in the offing, 
the Korean people proudly look 
back upon the years when they 
worked heroically and made 
miraculous achievements under 
the leadership of Supreme 
Leader Kim Jong Un, full 
of confidence in their final 
victory. 

In the past six years replete 
with stirring events and eye-
opening achievements socialist 
Korea maximized its national 
power. 

The Supreme Leader firmly 
consolidated the foundations 
of the Juche-based revolution 
laid by President Kim Il Sung 
and Chairman Kim Jong Il and 
ushered in an era of great turn 
unprecedented in the history 
of the nation by wisely leading 
socialist construction to make 
great innovations and leaps 
forward on all the fronts. 

At the historical watershed 
marking the start of a new 
century of Juche era he declared 
the great Kimilsungism-
Kimjongilism as the eternal 
guiding ideology of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea and 
the state and unfolded the long-
term strategy for the Korean 
revolution and the grand plan 
for building a powerful country, 
thereby brightly illuminating 
the path to be followed to build 
up national strength. 

A new state leadership system 
was established in line with 
the requirements of the times 
and the developing revolution 
and the unified leadership of 
the Party over all state affairs 
strictly ensured to invariably 
carry on the popular character 
of the DPRK and further 
consolidate the socialist state 
political system. 

The DPRK government 
further solidified single-minded 
unity into the most pure-hearted 
and firmest ideological, spiritual 

and moral unity pulsating with 
one ideology, intention and 
feeling and radically increased 
the country’s political and 
ideological strength by setting 
the people-first principle as 
the principle of state activities 
and its mode of existence and 
prioritizing and making absolute 
their demands and interests. 

It ushered in a heyday in the 
building of a socialist power 
by building up the country’s 
scientific and technological force 
and independent economic power 
upholding the banner of self-
development-first principle. 

With the climate of 
acknowledging the importance 
of science and technology 
prevailing the whole country 
a huge army of scientists and 
technicians were trained, 
the ranks of intelligent 
working people increased 
and the country’s science and 
technology developed rapidly. 

In particular, earth observation 
satellite Kwangmyongsong 4 
was successfully put into orbit, 
paving the way for conquering 
the outer space. The core basic 
technology, space technology 
and other advanced science 
and technology also saw rapid 
progress. 

The Korean-style oxygen 
blast furnace was built at the 
Kim Chaek Iron and Steel 
Complex, consumer goods were 
diversified in many light industry 
factories, while projects were 
dynamically pushed to put the 
national economy on a Juche, 
modern and IT basis, Juche-
oriented production systems were 
established and model production 
bases of the knowledge economy 
age sprang up. 

The agricultural sector 
widely introduced scientific 
farming methods to increase 
the number of high-yield 
farms and workteams and reap 
unprecedentedly rich fruit 

Towards final victory 

A bird’s eye view of Pyongyang’s landmark Sci-Tech Complex.

harvest despite unfavourable 
weather conditions. 

World-class cultural and 
leisure activity centres and 
modern streets were built one 
after another in a short time. 

As the spiritual strength 
of self-reliance and self-
development was given full play 
to and science and technology 
steadily developed, the whole 
country seethed with activities 
to create the spirit and speed of 
the times. 

Many units set examples in 
the drive to create the Mallima 
speed, and many factories and 
enterprises carried out their 
annual economic plans ahead 
of schedule and broke the peak 
production year records. 

Today the Korean people 
make continuous innovations 
and advance to achieve the goals 
of the five-year strategy for 
national economic development 
while demonstrating the power 
of its independent economy and 

the advantages and might of 
Korean-style socialism to the 
full. 

The DPRK government has set 
it as one of the major goals for 
the building of a socialist power 
to build a civilized country and 
directs a great deal of energies to 
radically improving education, 
public health, sports, art and 
literature and other fields. 

The universal 12-year 
compulsory education was 
in force, the all-people study 
system and large institutions and 
bases for the diffusion of latest 
science and technology were 
established and a nationwide 
drive was staged to upgrade 
scientific and educational 
facilities and environment. 

World-class health institutions 
sprang up and a nationwide 
healthcare system was 
established as befits a civilized 
nation, providing people with 
better conditions to enjoy free 
medical care. 

Today the DPRK has 
emerged as a strategic nation 
demonstrating to the world the 
independent dignity and national 
power of the country by building 
up the most powerful self-
defensive military capability 
under the wise leadership of the 
Supreme Leader. 

The past six years were, 
indeed, a period when the country 
witnessed significant events 
and made proud achievements 
exalting the dignity and national 
power of the country one after 
another in all fields. 

The DPRK, which adorned 
its 70-year history with gigantic 
creations and changes, will 
continue to fight and advance 
till it wins final victory of the 
revolutionary cause of Juche 
and bring earlier without fail 
the future of a socialist power 
where all people live a dignified 
and happy life. 

Ri Yong Su

Journey of devotion  
in scorching weather 

August 3 was one of a few 
days that drew special attention 
of people. 

That day it was forecast that 
the high temperature would 
reach its extremes. 

But the extremes of weather 
could not block his way to the 
trolleybus factory and tramcar 
station. 

Although it was late at night, 
it was choking hot as the heated 
asphalt road sent out boiling 
steam. Overseeing the test run 
of a new trolleybus and tramcar, 
he was very satisfied all the way 
as he pictured the happy people 
using the modern means of public 
transport with better internal 
environment and fittings. 

And he was dripping with 
perspiration when he gave thanks 
to those who manufactured the 
vehicles by local efforts and 
technology. 

Seeing his image on TV, the 

Koreans felt his intense love for 
them more keenly. 

He continued his inspection 
tours to the Samchon Catfish 
Farm, the Kumsanpho Fish 
Pickling Factory and the Station 
for Stocking Lake Yonphung 
with Fishes with an eye to 
improving the people’s living 
standards. 

One late night in mid-August 
he looked round the hot spring 
area in Yangdok County, South 
Phyongan Province with a plan to 
build a comprehensive, modern 
and exemplary recuperation and 
tourist resort. 

Midsummer passed this way 
on this land. 

His devotion to the people has 
built up their reverence for and 
trust in him and all of them are 
filled with the resolve to repay 
his favour. 

Pyon Mun Yong

Last midsummer was 
extraordinarily hot, but the 
Korean people’s excitement 
did not wilt in the face of the 
searing heat. 

They have been overwhelmed 
by deep gratitude to Supreme 
Leader Kim Jong Un for 
having continued an inspection 
journey of love and devotion in 
the suffocating hotness around 
40 degrees centigrade. 

At the news of the continuous 
inspection tours he made despite 
the most extreme heat wave 
the country’s meteorological 
observation has ever recorded, 
the people were filled with deep 

emotion as it reminded them of 
the “midsummer forced march” 
of Chairman Kim Jong Il. 

According to official news 
reports alone, he inspected 
as many as nearly 30 units in 
North Phyongan, Ryanggang, 
North Hamgyong, Kangwon 
and South Phyongan provinces, 
Pyongyang and elsewhere in 
some 50 days from early July. 

In Samjiyon County he looked 
round different construction sites 
to inspire people to create a model 
of mountainous city epitomizing 
modern civilization. And at the 
factory that broke new ground 
in potato-processing industry 

he took scrupulous measures to 
mass-produce potato products, 
before proceeding with his forced 
march towards North Hamgyong 
Province. He unfolded a plan for 
doing offshore fish farming on a 
large scale at a leading salmon 
production base, so as to enrich the 
diet of the people, and designated 
the site for a large greenhouse 
farm capable of satisfying the 
needs of the provincial people 
for vegetables and specified the 
direction of its construction. 

He also toured different 
units in Kangwon Province in 
succession to encourage working 
people to further efforts. 

KCNA
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The International Friendship Exhibition House is visited by lots of people every year. 
PHOTOS BY PAK CHANG BOK

The International Friendship 
Exhibition House nestles in 
Mt Myohyang, adding to the 
majestic beauty of one of the six 
celebrated mountains of Korea. 

It houses more than 115 000 
gifts presented to President 
Kim Il Sung, Chairman  
Kim Jong Il and Supreme 
Leader Kim Jong Un by 
heads of state and government, 
party leaders and personages 
from over 180 countries and 
international organizations as 
well. 

Many years back the President 
and the Chairman said the gifts 
to them were not personal 
property but public one and 
wealth of the country and saw 
that the International Friendship 
Exhibition House was built on 
picturesque Mt Myohyang to 
hand them down to posterity. 

It is 40 years since the 
exhibition house was built on the 
banks of the Myohyang Stream 
at the proposal of the President, 
and now it has become the most 
valuable treasure of the nation 
and the greatest pride in the  
5 000-year history of the Korean 
nation. 

The gable roofs of its buildings 
blend in so well with their 
traditional colourful paintings 
and the surrounding landscape 
that they remind viewers of a 
flock of flying cranes. 

Flower patterns of 
Kimilsungia, magnolia and 
azalea painted on angle rafters 
and walls, wind bells hanging 

from the eaves and flower-
embossed bronze gates of the 
house, each weighing four 
tons, offer a glimpse of the 
developing features of the 
national architecture. 

The exhibits range from 
works of art depicting the 
images of the great leaders to 
their classical works translated 
in different languages, books 
explaining their revolutionary 
ideas and history, poems and 
songs praising their wise 
leadership and noble personality 
traits, rare medicines, clothes 
and pieces of furniture, cars and 
aircraft, handicrafts including 
gold and silver ornaments, other 
valuable articles and stuffed 
animals. Every piece of them is 
associated with ardent reverence 
for and warm devotion to the 
peerlessly great men of Mt 
Paektu who performed great 
feats for the Korean revolution 
and the cause of independence 
of humankind. 

On show at the exhibition 
house are more than 71 000 
gifts to the President from 
party and government leaders 
and other people of over 170 
countries. They include a 
portrait of him drawn with  
3 000 Arabic letters that form a 
translation of his work The Non-
Aligned Movement Is a Mighty 
Anti-imperialist Revolutionary 
Force of Our Times from the 
director of the Arabian Gulf 
information organization of 
Syria, ivory sculpture “President  

Kim Il Sung’s old home at 
Mangyongdae” decorated with 
65 magnolias signifying his 
65th birthday from the Central 
Committee of the Communist 
Party of China, a fountain 
pen bearing all 620 letters of 
the speech made by the then 
Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai, 
when the President visited 
China in November 1958, a 
crocodile skin briefcase from 
former Cuban President Fidel 
Castro Ruz on the occasion of 
his 65th birthday, a car from 
Chairman Joseph Stalin of 

the Council of Ministers of 
the former Soviet Union and 
two tusks, each of which is 2.5 
metres long and weighs 55 kg, 
from Central Africa. They fully 
mirror the boundless respect and 
reverence of the world people 
for the President. 

Gifts to Chairman Kim Jong Il  
reflect the great admiration of 
the world’s progressives for his 
benevolent personality and wise 
leadership and their passionate 
loyalty to him. 

A company director from Hong 
Kong and his party presented 
him a shell craft “Sunrise on Mt 
Paektu”. Made by crushing and 
trimming into billions of pieces 
coloured shells purchased from 
different parts of the world, the 
solemnly depicted sunrise shows 
their wish for good health of the 
Chairman who was born with 
the spirit of Mt Paektu. 

Among over 40 000 gifts 
presented to him are wooden 
sculpture “Angkor Wat” from 
Cambodian Great King Norodom 
Sihanouk and an autograph and 
crystal vessel from former US 

president Jimmy Carter and his 
wife. 

Profound respect of the world 
people for Supreme Leader  
Kim Jong Un is seen on the 
many gifts presented to him. 

Among them is oil painting 
“General Kim Jong Un, the sun 
of guidance” which shows his 
image in the centre surrounded 
by sunflowers with the globe 
in the background. It was 
presented by the international 
preparatory committee for the 
celebration of the centenary 
of the birth of President  
Kim Il Sung by reflecting the 
excitement and joy of having 
acclaimed another outstanding 
leader who would lead the world 
revolution and the cause of 
independence for humankind. 

Others include those from the 
Mongolian President and former 
NBA player Dennis Rodman. 

An endless stream of foreign 
and local visitors flow to 
the International Friendship 
Exhibition House every day. 

By Jong Tang Song PT

Treasure house showcases worldwide 
reverence for great men 

GIFT
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Korean athletes successful  
at Asian Games 

GAMES

DPRK athletes have bagged 
gold medals in weightlifting and 
wrestling events in the ongoing 
18th Asian Games. 

On August 20, Om Yun 
Chol claimed the men’s 56 
kg title in weightlifting by 
snatching 127 kg, jerking 160 
kg and thereby lifting a total of  
287 kg. 

Ri Song Gum also won the 
women’s 48 kg category by 
snatching 87 kg and jerking 
112 kg, with a total lift of  

199 kg. 
Weightlifter O Kang Chol won 

another gold medal for the DPRK 
in the 18th Asian Games. 

On August 22 he fully 
performed successive movements 
of weightlifting, snatching 151 
kg, jerking 185 kg and lifting a 
total of 336 kg in the men’s 69 
kg category. 

Pak Yong Mi and Jong 
Myong Suk clinched women’s 
wrestling titles in 53 kg and  
57 kg categories. 

 Meanwhile, Kang Kum Song 
finished runner-up in men’s 
freestyle 57 kg division and Kim 
Son Hyang and Rim Jong Sim 
came third in women’s 50 kg and 
62 kg divisions. 

DPRK women’s artistic 
gymnastics team finished 
runners-up and Kim Su Jong 
came third in the women’s 
artistic gymnastics individual 
total ranking. 

Compiled from KCNA

The group league matches of 
the Hwaeppul Cup men’s football 
tournament which kicked off on 
August 1 is drawing to a close. 

Amid fierce battles to take 
the first two places in group to 
advance to the semifinals, all 
matches of Group B has already 
finished. 

But there was a heated debate 
about the hopefuls in Group A, 
a matter of special interest of all 
fans, from the beginning. 

It was not so surprising or 
doubtful as such odds-on favourites 
as Ryomyong, Kigwancha, 
Hwaeppul and Amnokgang were 
all in the group. 

As was expected, every match 
of Group A was a fierce battle. 

With every team having only 
one leg to play, Ryomyong and 
Hwaeppul had 8 points and 
Kigwancha and Amnokgang 7 
points. 

While Ryomyong beat Jebi 
2-0 in its final league match 
and secured a berth in the next 
stage, Hwaeppul was defeated by 
Amnokgang and lost the chance 
of advance. 

The last group league match 
between Kigwancha and Jebi 
took place on August 22 at  
Kim Il Sung Stadium. 

If Kigwancha won the match, 
it could earn 10 points and look 
forward to advancement. But 
a draw or defeat would make it 
lose the chance to Amnokgang 

which has already won 10 points. 
As they knew each other 

through matches during the 
previous premier league, both 
teams tried fierce offensive from 
the kick-off. 

In the course of the fiery seesaw 
battle, Kigwancha opened the 
scoring. 

In the 22nd minute, Kigwancha’s 
No. 24 Rim Kwang Hyok broke 
through Jebi’s defence line by dint 
of well-organized short passes, 
tricked the goalkeeper and netted 
the opener. 

In the second half, Kigwancha 
maintained the initiative by 
speeding up attack. 

Its slashing attacks threatened 
the opponent’s goal several times. 
In the 80th minute, its midfielder 
No.14 scored the decisive second 
goal with a powerful long-
distance shot. 

Jebi attempted desperately to 
make up for the loss, but in vain. 

After concluding the game 
with 2-0 victory, Kigwancha took 
the second place in the group as 
it was ahead of Amnokgang in 
the number of goals scored and 
allowed. 

Ryomyong and Kigwancha 
will play the semifinals against 
Sobaeksu and Rimyongsu from 
Group B respectively on August 
25. 

By Jong Tang Song PT

RI Song Gum (left) and O Kang Chol.
KCNA
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A scene from the football match between Kigwancha and Jebi 
in the Hwaeppul Cup men’s soccer tournament.

Hunminjongum is the 
Korean alphabet created in 
January 1444 (December 
1443 by lunar calendar) 
based on the long-standing 
writing customs of the Korean 
people. 

Hunminjongum is literally 
“correct sound for teaching 
the common people”, which 
signifies the meaning that 
it is an excellent alphabet 
recording correct sound for 
teaching the people. 

As to its creation, Sejong 
Sillok (Chronicles of King 
Sejong) which was compiled 
in 1454 says that the “king 
personally made 28 Korean 
characters in December in his 
25th year and they are called 
Hunminjongum”. 

Under the supervision of 
King Sejong (1419-1450), 
Jong Rin Ji, Choe Hang, Pak 
Phaeng Nyon, Sin Suk Ju, 
Song Sam Mun, Kang Hui 
An, Ri Kae and Ri Hyon Ro 
put their heads together to 
make the Korean alphabet. 

Above all, it was created on 
the principle of imitating the 
shape of speech organs. 

It is the nature of letters to 
express sounds made by the 
human speech organs. 

The principle adopted by 
the Korean ancestors can be 
claimed to be the height of 
alphabet-making rule as the 
shapes of letters show what 
their sound values are and 
which speech organs produce 
them. 

Many foreign linguists 
praised the principle as the 
most ideal, saying that Korea 
had already reached the top 
level of alphabet-creating 
principle at one try centuries 
ago. 

Hunminjongum was also 
created on the principles of 
adding strokes to the letters in 
the same series and repeating 
the same consonants. 

And the shapes of its letters 
are the simplest. 

Compared to scripts of 
many other nations, the 
Korean letters have the 
simplest strokes and the most 
extensive convertibility. 

Korean characters are 
the simplest in strokes 
among all other letters 
including Chinese 
ideograms representative 
of hieroglyphics, Japanese 
syllabic characters, as well 
as English, Russian, Arabic, 
Jurchen and Manchu 
letters. 

These simple strokes of 
Hunminjongum form letters 
to properly denote any 
pronunciations of any other 
languages. 

A textbook published in 
1960 at Harvard University 
noted that the Korean 
alphabet might be the 
most scientific system of 
all those now in use. And 
the July 2004 issue of 
Chinese magazine Popular 
Science said: “The college 
of linguistics of Oxford 
University, which boasts of 
being the best in the field of 
linguistic research, decided 
the rankings of all the scripts 
of the world by the criteria 
of rationality, scientific 
accuracy and originality and 
the first place was taken by 
the Korean script. It was 
also praised as the best and 
recognized as the ‘world’s 
simplest yet excellent script’ 
as a result of the selection of 
the most suitable script out 
of 2 900 languages of the 
world made between 1998 
and 2002.” 

The principles of creating 
Hunminjongum were 
registered as national 
intangible cultural heritage 
No. 71. 

An Kyong Sang, PhD, 
associate professor and 
department chief at the 

Linguistics Institute of the 
Academy of Social Sciences 

An old record in the Korean Central History Museum 
explains Korean alphabet Hunminjongum.

Korean alphabet 
rational and scientific

ICH

Hwaeppul Cup group preliminaries end 
SOCCER


